
REACH Guidelines for Adults 

 

Pre-enrollment and Registration: 

For the purposes of REACH, a homeschooling family is defined as related school-aged children, and at least one parent or 

legal guardian, living together under one roof, operating in accordance with the Texas State Law for homeschooling. 

• Each family will provide one mom to teach or assist in classes, and said mom must remain on the park grounds at all 

times.  

• Enrollment forms will be processed in the order in which they are received, subject to class size and staffing limitations, 

family’s agreement to follow guidelines, and receipt of fees, which will be refunded if we are unable to place the family. 

 

Inclusion and Respect for Families: 

• REACH welcomes all homeschooling families.  We ask you to respect each family’s belief systems and values.  

• Curriculum and class guidance should emphasize those areas that unite us as homeschoolers.  

 

Child Safety 

• Parental Supervision:  Parents are responsible for supervising their children both before and after regular REACH hours 

each co-op day. 

• Nametags:  Both children and adults must prominently display their nametags at all times, for easy identification. 

• Teacher/Assistant Supervision: Teachers and Assistants are responsible for supervising the children in their classes 

during regular REACH hours each co-op day. 

• Supervision by 2 adults:  During class times and transitions, children are to be supervised by at least 2 adults at all times 

• First Aid:  Teachers are to carry the provided first aid kits in their backpacks at all times.  Unless the parent provides 

alternate written instructions, the teacher or assistant may administer antibacterial ointment and band-aids to minor 

wounds and anti-itch cream to minor insect bites.  Teachers and assistants may not administer any over the counter or 

prescription medications.  In the case of more major, but non-emergency medical care, the assistant should call the 

administrator on duty first.  In the case of emergency medical care, the assistant should call 911 first. 

• Weather safety:  On days with light rain and no lightning, classes may meet outside at the discretion of the teacher, if 

children have rain gear.  Please bring your class immediately to the pavilion if you see lightning or hear thunder.  When 

everyone is gathered together, teachers will decide upon a course of action. 

• Counting children:  Assistants are responsible for routinely counting the children in their care and informing the 

administrator on duty immediately if a child is missing. 

• Missing Child Procedure:  When deemed appropriate, and after the child’s parent has been contacted, the administrator 

on duty may enact the Missing Child Procedure.  At this time, the administrator will instruct all classes to report to the 

park pavilion to remain in the supervision of the assistants and 1 administrator.  The child’s parent, all teachers, all other 

administrators, and all additional available adults will search the premises.    

 

Guiding Children’s Behavior 

• We ask that teachers and assistants work to create a class environment in which students feel accepted, respected, and 

secure. 

• Please speak respectfully and politely with students at all times, without threatening, yelling, or shaming the child. 

• You may not touch a child or another adult with anger or force. 

• Please enforce respectful behavior amongst the children and between the children and yourself.  Do not accept bullying, 

teasing, disrespect, or sexual interest. 

• First, attempt to prevent any misbehavior by publicly praising desired behavior and by distracting, intervening and/or 

redirecting behavior as needed. 

• Should a child’s behavior need repeated guidance and/or immediate guidance, we ask that the teacher or assistant call the 

administrator on duty.  The administrator will discuss the situation with the child, his/her parent, and the teacher to come 

to an agreeable solution. 

• If a solution is unable to be reached, the leadership team may ask the family to withdraw the child and/or themselves 

from the program. 



• Parent/Teacher/Assistant Conduct 

• We ask that parents follow generally accepted conduct guidelines for respect of property, respect of people, and respect 

of natural resources and living things. 

• Please no cell phone or personal electronic use when you are in the role of teacher or assistant, except in emergency or if 

pertinent to REACH programming, i.e. request for back-up, contact with administrator, contact with a parent, etc. 

• For your safety and ease of teaching/assisting, please wear modest clothing and shoes which allow you to be active and 

comfortable.   

• Please refrain from smoking while in the role as teacher/assistant, or while in the immediate vicinity of children. 

• Refrain from drinking alcohol or using drugs while at the park. 

• Do not attend co-op under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

 

Attendance and Timeliness 

• While we all must miss co-op from time to time due to family illness, vacation days, and unforeseen reasons, we ask that 

you make REACH a priority in your family’s homeschooling life, and try to schedule field trips, errands and doctor 

visits at other times.  REACH depends upon its parents as assistants and teachers, and your absence will be felt. 

• Similarly, please arrive at the park in a timely fashion, between 9 am and 9:15 am so classes may begin promptly at 9:30.  

The children will want to make the most of their time at the co-op.   

• More than one “unexcused absence” may result in dismissal from the REACH co-op. 

 

Health Policy 

• Please keep yourself and your children home if either of you have had any of the following symptoms in the prior 24 

hours:  fever; severe coughing, sneezing, or runny nose; severe stomach cramps, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea; unexplained 

rash; lice; any other communicable disease symptoms.     

 

Valuable Items: 

• You are responsible for any personal items you or your children bring to the REACH co-op. 

• Although we don’t expect any problems, for their security, we recommend you lock valuable items in your car, carry 

them on your person, or refrain from bringing them with you to the park. 

 

Grievances: 

• If you have a concern regarding your child, a class, or another parent, and you can speak openly and respectfully with 

your child’s teacher or the adult in question, we ask that you do that first to try to resolve the issue. If additional steps are 

necessary, please contact an administrator. 

• When deemed appropriate, the leadership team may work collaboratively with the parties involved to come to a 

resolution. 


